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A COMPREHENSIVE COLLECTION OF BRITISH JEWISH FIRST WORLD
WAR PRIMARY RESEARCH SOURCES TOGETHER ONLINE FOR THE FIRST
TIME.
'London Jews in the First World War: We Were There Too', a Heritage Lottery Fund
project, has brought diverse First World War research sources and rare collections
together on an open digital platform for the first time, alongside over 50 curated
‘History Windows’ – web pages describing aspects of the 1914-18 period from the
perspective of a recently arrived immigrant ethnic minority, both in the Armed
Services and on the Home front.
From a community of just 300,000 in 1914, over 40,000 British Jewish men served
in the British Forces and thousands more Jewish men and women volunteered, both
in the UK and the colonies, to fight, supply auxiliary services, nurse, work in
munitions factories and keep essential services operating during the conflict.
Gathered from their descendants today, the project has also collected over 1,000
'Personal Records’, the accumulated memories, experiences and memorabilia of
individual Jewish men, women and children who lived through the war. To date,
over 750 of the stories have been published on the site, with many more still to
come. Where relevant, they are linked to particular History Windows, giving a
human perspective to historical facts.
www.jewsfww.london is a permanent record of Anglo Jewry’s First
World War experience. The Jewish contribution to the war effort and
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loyalty to the country that gave them a home deserves recognition.

Alice Engelbert. Caught in his own net. Sketch. From a volume of work created by children of the
Liberal Jewish Synagogue in 1915

A UNIQUE INSIGHT INTO THE FIRST WORLD WAR YEARS THROUGH THE
EYES OF LONDON'S JEWISH CHILDREN.
The project has enabled two previously unseen bound manuscripts of stories,
essays, poetry and drawings, compiled by children and young people from The
Liberal Jewish Synagogue (LJS) Religion School during 1915 and 1916, to be
preserved and made accessible online.
The two rare volumes, kept for over a century in secure boxes hidden from view,
show how the war influenced Jewish children and young people of the period.
The books are part of an archive at LJS which, in 2013, the National Archive at Kew
deemed ‘of exceptional importance. […] a crucial source for the history of modern
Judaism in London, the United Kingdom and internationally’.
Ian Cooke, head of contemporary British publications at the British Library, said
that such a large collection of children's work from the war era is extremely rare: ‘In
our own collection at the British Library we only have two accounts written by
children about a Zeppelin raid in London, but I’ve never seen anything else like this
from Britain,’
Click on The First World War through the eyes of Jewish Children to visit
the History Window describing the volumes and scroll down the page to view
https://cms.beachshore.co.uk/newsletter/build.php?selproject=jewsfww&mid=20
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examples of the children’s work.

Postcard sent from Pte Harry Lazarus to his sister Ray. © Jewish Museum London/Jewish
Military Museum

1,265 IMAGES FROM THE JEWISH MILITARY MUSEUM/ASSOCIATION OF
JEWISH EX SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN (AJEX)
An extensive collection of photographs, letters, documents, objects and books from
the Jewish Military Museum/AJEX Collections, kindly provided by the Jewish
Museum London, has been catalogued into seven different categories on the
website. These remarkable images, again available for view for the first time,
illustrate the experiences of Jewish men and women who served in the First World
War.
Click on the links below to browse through 1,265 fascinating and often poignant
images. On the back of the decorative, embroidered postcard featured, Private
Harry Lazarus sends a 'kiss from France' to his sister, Ray. Private Lazarus served in
the 9th Royal Scots Regiment and was killed in action.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Government documents
Jewish Legion
Personal possessions
Printed editions
Religious documents
Royal Flying Corps
Zion Mule Corps
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FIRST WORLD WAR SERMONS, SPECIAL SERVICE BOOKLETS, LETTERS
FROM THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE
An archive of First World War Rabbinic sermons, a series of Special Service
booklets issued by the Office of the Chief Rabbi from the outbreak of war until
1919, and a series of letters from the United Synagaogue expressing concerns
about the provision of adequate religious ministration to Jewish soldiers, adequate
burial, and the need for the appointment of a Jewish Chaplain to H.M. Forces,
reveal the response of British Jewish clergy to the call to arms.
For many of the recently arrived Jewish community, the dilemmas of potentially
fighting family members on the opposing side and how to continue observing their
religious practices in the trenches were very real. Where does loyalty lie under those
circumstances?
As Marc Saperstein, Professor Emeritus of Jewish History, George
Washington University and Professor of Jewish History and Homiletics,
Leo Baeck College says in the History Window introducing the sermons:

Such sermons exemplify the often-painful
dilemmas about what to say in critical
moments when the preachers country is at
war, dilemmas that usually applied to
Christian as well as Jewish clergy. Chaplains
and religious leaders across Europe brought
comfort, raised morale, and offered a
religious perspective to world events - how
belief in God can be reconciled with the
unprecedented slaughter, the efficacy of
prayer from opposing sides, magnanimity in
victory and courage in defeat.
Leo Baeck College

Our thanks to the Editorial Board of European Judaism and Berghahn Books for
allowing us to append two articles from their publication.
Joseph Hertz: A Chief Rabbi at War by Rabbi Colin Eimer
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Morris Joseph and the West London Synagogue in the First World War
by Professor Marc Saperstein

The Jews' Free School Magazine

JEWS' FREE SCHOOL MAGAZINE ARCHIVE
In 1900, the Jews’ Free School (JFS) on Bell Lane, London, was probably the largest
Jewish school in the world, giving an education to 4000+ girls and boys.
Approximately one third of London’s Jewish children were educated there, which
means it is likely that one in 3 of the Jewish boys in London who enlisted in the
British Forces had attended the school.
The Jews’ Free School Magazine, first published in 1900, chronicled the day to day
life of the school and the impact of the conflict on school life. Throughout the war,
the magazines provide a social history of the time. Records were kept, as far as
possible, of those boys and teachers who volunteered to serve, with pages, in every
edition, given over to ever lengthening lists of those wounded or killed as well as
some obituaries.
Click here to browse through surviving issues dating from 1915-1918 – Jews’ Free
School First World War magazines
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New Year Greeting Card, Western Wall, Jerusalem. © Adrian Andrusier Collection.

London-based Adrian Andrusier, has been a private collector of postcards and a
postal history of Jewish life, 1890-1940, for over 40 years. A selection of his First
World War material has been curated into 8 online collections. Click on the links
below.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

British Armed Forces in Palestine
FWW soldiers in the Jewish Communities
Jewish Life in the German Armed Forces
Maps
Petticoat Lane Market
Refugees Fleeing in Fear of their Lives
Siege of Sidney Street
The Jewish Brigade
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General Allenby being presented with a scroll of law by the Jews of Jerusalem

RARE FOOTAGE OF GENERAL ALLENBY ENTERING JERUSALEM,
PETTICOAT LANE AND THE SIDNEY STREET SIEGE
The project has sourced century old ‘outside broadcast’ material from British Pathe
and the BFI National Archive and incorporated it into the website.
On 11 December 1917, many of the residents of Jerusalem, from across the
religious spectrum, went out on the streets to cheer as General Allenby
walked into the Old City. His arrival on foot was intended to show respect for
the city and not be viewed as another forced entry by Crusaders. It contrasts
greatly with the German Kaiser’s visit 20 years earlier when he had insisted
on riding into the city on a white horse. Amongst those serving in the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force were British Jews. Their number would
increase in 1918 with the arrival of the Royal Fusiliers – ‘The Judeans’
Back in London, Lloyd George described the taking of Jerusalem as ‘A
Christmas present for the British People’.
Click here to view

Petticoat Lane (Pettycoat Lane, Peticote Lane) is in the modern London
Borough of Tower Hamlets in the former Jewish East End of London. This
rare British Pathe footage from 1903 shows the market teeming with people,
at the heart of the Jewish community. Immigrant traders were able to earn
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modest livings, often bringing the skills they had with them to Britain. It was
said that Petticoat Lane was ‘The Greatest Sunday Open Air Market in the
World. Everything may be bought here, from a Pair of Bootlaces to a Building’
Click here to view

The Siege of Sidney Street (also known as the Battle of Stepney) took place in
1911 in a heavily populated Jewish area of the City and was one of the most
notorious events at the time in the East End - the biggest criminal event in
the East End since ‘Jack the Ripper’.
Dozens of photographers and film makers from British Pathé News
assembled to capture one of the first news stories on film. Winston Churchill,
then the Home Secretary, realising the political opportunity of the press
being there, arrived in person and became involved in operations.
Accompanied by a History Window describing the events and extracts from
the Metropolitan Police Archive you will witness the excitement on the
streets, the arrival of the Scots Guard from the Tower and see Winston
Churchill close to the action.
Click here to view

Judah and Lipman Przybysz, outside Judah's tailor shop in the East End. A We Were There Too
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user recently identified them as his great-uncles. © Jewish Museum

The collections, images and ephemera highlighted in this email are just
some of the diverse materials available on the London Jews in the First
World War website.
www.jewsfww.london contains:
over 10,000 images relating to the First World War
over 50 History Windows
the newly digitised British Jewry Book of Honour, compiled in 1922,
containing 40,000 names of Jewish men and women who served their
country,
previously unseen private collections
1,000 Personal Records of people who lived through the conflict, giving
unique personal insights into life at the time through family photographs,
documents, diaries and oral history.
We welcome your feedback – please email info@jewsfww.london

Alan Fell
Project Director

Project centre:
Camperdown, 3 Beechcroft Road
London E18 1LA
+44 (0) 203 837 3357
www.jewsfww.london

The London Jewish Cultural Centre is a registered charity, number 1081014, and a company
limited by guarantee in England & Wales, number 3811133. Registered office: 930 High Road,
London N12 9RT
© London Jewish Cultural Centre 2016
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