


St Theresa’s class heard the story of the Canadian Jew; Harry Jassby,
and how he lied about his age in order to come to England and fight as
a pilot in WW1.

Harry proved to be such a good pilot that the RAF decided not to allow
him to fight but instead ordered him to train the other young men to
fly. Harry survived the war but in an unfortunate turn of events, his
aeroplane crashed into St Peter’s Churchyard during a celebratory fly-
by.

The law at that time was the fallen soldier should be buried where he
lay, so the Jewish Jassby was buried in the Church of England St Peter’s.

The resident vicar was a forward thinking Christian and allowed Jewish
symbols to be displayed on the headstone. He also invited a local Rabbi
to come and officiate with him at the funeral. This was the first ever
multi-faith project.

In 1985 the parishioners of St Peter’s raised sufficient funds to pay for
Harry’s family to come to England and visit his grave.

We also looked at some books made by Jewish children during WW1
which expressed their thoughts and feelings of the time.

Inspired by their work we have used a variety of mediums to express
our feeling of war.

We would like to think that the Jewish children of 1917 would enjoy
looking at our work as much as we enjoyed theirs.
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