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Project returns to Liverpool to
highlight Jewish efforts in war

5 Merseyside Jew-

ish Representative

Council president, I

recently recefved an

invitation to repre-
sent our community at Liver-
pool’s Annual Service of
Remembrance and Dedica-
tion later this month.

Liverpool Is a proud city that
supports its military families
and heritage fiercely. and I will be
proud to refl on the lives of
local heroes jrrevocably changed,
and remember the sacrifices
made by those who were lost.

In fact, thig year marks 100
years since the first Jewish veter-
ans laid a wreath at The Ceno-
taph in Whitehall to honour and
remember the thousands of Jew-
ish servicemen and women who
fought and served for our free-
dom.

In an era of rising anti-
semitism (and other racist inci-
dents). and to coincide with the
city’s Armistice commemora-
tions, it is wholly appropriate
that the Muscom of Liverpool has
now specially invited a unique
project to give a presentation in
the museam about the contribu-
tion and =sacrifice mads by our
local Jewish community dur[m.
Lhelwat We-.
et W
Lish Jmms in the First World
ostablished in 2016, started
off recording just tho lives of
London Jews. In January, 2019,
with Natlonal Lottery Herltage
Fund support, the ’\'til‘Ll!'\\'l‘Fl
Project wis Inunched under the
nuspicos of the JLGB, under the
titie *Wo Ware There Too' and two
rondshows wore held (n Liverpool
in 2018,

¢ Wodnesday (2-4pm), the
WWTT projoct returns to the
Musoum of Liverpool, to d
strate (us aim to captu;
nnd proserve the lmpao

X peri-

ance and contribution.of local
Jewish fcomen.

The project s based on a digi-
tal archive and internctive wob-
slte (Jowafwwuk), to b o permi-
nent record of the Hves of Jowish
mon, womon and familiea
1919, with detalls of t
tary and Home Front
onauring that thelr
not lost for future generations.

The Great War had o profound

impact. Some 908,000 British and
British Empire servicemoen died
in just over four years of confllet,
including 13,726 from Meorseyalde,
Although Jows only made up &
tiny fraction of the Empine's pop-
ulation, more than 50,000 enlisted
and fought in the war. of whom
2,324 gave thelr lives, and 6,350
w. T wounded.
hiore were five Jowiah reclpl
ents of Victoria Crosses and 1,553
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EXHIBITION: The We Were There Too project at Liverpool's Rex Cohen Court in 2019. Rodney Ross Is pichured at the back

won other awards,

*“Thig record (8 a great one,”
concluded Winston Churchill,
“and British Jows can look back
with pride on the honourabls part
&_m\- Played in winning the Great

i

The reality iz that the role
Jews played In Britain's First
Warld War effort (s not at all
known, and it i2 hoped
expected, that the digital project
will help ralse awareness,

Projoot director Rodney Ross
told me: “The Jewish community
ignificant part in

« ‘ar, and 1t is
often overshadowed ln.' the Soc-
and World War and its terrible
events.

“This 13 a great opportenity for
people across Merseyside to learn
about, and commemorate, the
impo nt contribution which
the Jewish community made to
the war effort.”

In addition to the thousands of
Jews who served in the forces dur-
ing the war, thousands more were
involved with war work and sup-
port Foles near to the battlefields
and on the home front.

rateful to
0 them
me willing

country that had gi
a home and
reeruits to the o
The WWTT website nﬂ'l-r:l user-
friendly acoess te
First World War arc
to the Jewlsh exper
war, including the

digitized
British Jowry Book of Honour.

More importantly, the site
allows the creatlon of porso
rocords to presorve individual
storles.

It already contains more than
2,500 porsonal mecords of sory
i women. However.
on, first-hand knowle

ninE Oul Lo PIeserve |
ries, photographs and other
facts bafors th o lost forever,
S0, Il you think you ha A fam-
maember with a First World
story to tell (whother
engaged In the war, served as a
nurse or a factory worker, raised
kopt n business going,
i son or hus-
A wartime
ted Lo
tizh

beemd, ¢ K
--hII-lImml: or
re

gogue \
alone or
als. you can obtain I|-~]p to find
out more about them and bufld a
personal record, or upload their
story to ensure that their contri-
btution to the war effort is not for-
BOLLen.

Each record can include pho-
tographs, letters, diaries and
even 3D scans of medals and othér
items, There is also a yahrzeit
facility to honour their memory
each yvear. Communiiy engage-
ment {s a vital part of the pro-
ject.

Another major part of the pro-

ject is education, aiming to
onsure that both the present and
future gonerations can fully
appreciate the sacrifice made by
the Jewish community during
the Great War.

This tnoludes visits to schools,
whors Rodney has boen amazed
by the lack of knowledge about
the First World War. even to the
extent of its dates,

In the course of preparing this
article, | researched the website
of The Kings Liverpool Regiment
battalions during the First World
War, more commonly known as
the Liverpool Palg, and I learned
that, when Lord Kitchener made
&n appeal for “the firsy 100.000"
volunteers in August 1914, the
17th Lord Derby (later dubbed
‘King of Lancashire’) moved
quickly to ensure that our city
was at the forefront of the
recruitment drive.

A notice was placéd in the Lir-
erpool Echo on August 27, 1914,
under the header *City Soldiers’,
urging all men interested in join-
Ing a battalion of comrades to
réport to the headquarters of the
5th Battalion on St Anne Street.
Liverpool, on Friday. August 28,

The response was remarkable.
Lord Derby addressed what he

éFight for honour of
Britain and the
credit of Liverpool ?

called "the great gathering” and
sadd: “Thies should be a battalion
of Pals, a battallion in which
friends rfrom the same office will
fight shouldor to shoulder for the
honour of Britaln and the credit
of Liverpool.

“I don't ask you to aphold Liv-
erpool "8 honour: {t would be an
insult to think that you could do
anything but that, but [ do thank
you from the bottom of my heart
ning here tonight mne
alwwlm.' what s the spireit of Liv-
erpool, a4 apirit that shouold
spread through every city and
town in the Kingdom,
You have given a nobl
MWArd.
e n to givie o nnl-h --xlmpl-
on the Tield of battle.”

Included among the thonsands
who gave their lives in the Liver-
pool Pal Ltalions, 1T fonnd
these nanw Peroy Braham, Gor-
ck R‘uhﬂn

London), Hyman ih: nett
sky (Manchester), Abs l’.n-;aam'm
¥y Goldman (London),
uel Jacobson, Sydney Walfe
! ipson, Sampson (Harryy Lipton
(Lipman). Frank Maorris
(Moss), William Shyman (Man-
chestery, Isasc Blifkin and Harry
Zodickson.

“0Dur dead are never dead to us
until we forget about them.”




